FACT SHEET DIY Site Assessment

When purchasing a property it is important to check for potential contamination in the soil and groundwater.
This fact sheet will give you some useful hints to do the first steps yourself.
Step1 Collect as much information from the local and regional council about the site.

Step 2 Collect anecdotal information by talking to neighbours, previous property owners, etc. who may point you to
other people who ‘know a lot about the area’. Libraries may have a collection of old photographs and if your property
is in town you may be able to identify the type of business on it or next door.

Step 3 Take some soil samples
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more can be composited as detection level is low compared to guideline levels. To assess if you have a potential
problem you need to multiply the lab result with the number of samples you have used to make the composite to
compare with the guideline levels. When all analysis results are low compared to the guideline values provided on the
guideline tables on this website the likelihood your site has a serious surface contamination is small. Unfortunately this
will not tell you anything about deeper contamination however when you have a shallow bore, or any other means to
access groundwater take a sample from the up- and down-stream side of your property and send this to the laboratory
to be scanned for volatile and semi-volatile compounds. Many will come up as smaller than detection level. Compare
those with actual concentrations with the guideline tables provided, or if they are not yet available send us your
question and attach as much information as possible (at least the pdf file of the lab results), a sketch of your property
and where you have taken the samples.

Step4 When contamination is established you will need professional advice. EPA can point you to an appropriate
consultant in your area.



